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Species at Risk 

Â Rocky Mt. Bighorn Sheep are Provincially  
Blue listed. 

 

Â Blue list- species not immediately 
threatened, but of concern because of 
characteristics that make them particularly 
sensitive to human activities or natural 
events. 



Wintering Strategies  

Â High Elevation 

Â Wind swept ridges 

Â High elevation 
grasslands 

Â Low Elevation 

Â South facing slopes 

Â Low snow receiving 
sites 

Â Fire maintained 
grassland ecosystems 

 



·Loss of open habitats due to forest encroachment, 
industry and human developments; 

·Increase in predation due to high predator 
numbers and forest ingrowth ; 

·Increase in predation due to poor quality escape 
terrain, i.e. Premier Ridge, Estella, Wildhorse; 

·Harsh winters; 

·Competition with elk and cattle;  

·Human disturbance; 

·Periodic epizootic die-offs. 



·Healthy bighorn sheep 
populations and habitats : 

·Increase population 
·        1700 by 2005   Ч 
·        2300 by 2010  Ч   

·Restore habitats through 
ecosystem restoration 
activities (ER) 

·Protect good quality 
habitats 

·Manage predation primarily 
through ER activities 

·Attempt to prevent die -offs 
·Maintain hunting  

 



·Aerial inventories 

·Population estimates 

·Transplants   

·Harvest strategies 

 


